
ARTF 1303- Basic Design II- Fall 2020 

Course Information 
Course Title- Basic Design II 

Course Number- ARTF 1303-003 

CRN#- 11375 

Course Location- Virtual 

Course Meeting Times- Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am- 11:50am 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION 
Instructor’s Name- Megan Heckmann 

Instructor’s Email- mheckmann@utep.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
This	course	considers	some	of	the	dominant	paradigms	in	contemporary	cultural	

production.	Blurring	the	boundaries	between	art	and	design,	aesthetic	

contemplation,	political	intervention	and	everyday	utility,	it	traces	a	path	through	

some	relevant	conversations	that	animate	our	visual	and	practical	;ield.	Throughout,	

a	focus	will	be	maintained	on	how	recent	discourses	and	theoretical	debates	overlap	

with	popular	culture,	politics,	technology	and	social	concerns.	Through	a	series	of	

challenging	prompts,	readings,	discussions,	and	critiques,	students	will	be	asked	to	

create	projects	and	to	articulate	complex	artistic	positions	in	response	to	this	

important	cultural	and	historical	moment.		

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Students are expected to come to each class prepared and to have done the homework 

and readings that will allow you to participate fully. For each prompt/ assignment, 

students are given 3 weeks to complete it. That is equivalent to 18 in class hours per 

assignment. Students are expected to spend an equivalent amount of time on the 
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assignment outside of class within that 3-week time period. Students are expected to 

participate during all critiques, as this will affect your grade. Students are expected to 

create a new project for each prompt that has not been used in another class and/or for a 

previous prompt in this class.  

Your professionalism in this class will impact your grade and will also indicate how you 

will handle yourself in the professional world. Students are expected to attend class 

regularly. Each student will be allowed 3 unexcused absences for the semester. Any 

unexcused absence after that point will result in 1/2 a final letter grade deducted from 

you finial grade in the course. Excused absences will only be excused for special 

circumstances, and if possible should be communicated to me before the absence 

occurs. After 6 unexcused absences, the student will fail the course.   

REQUIRED READINGS 
All readings will be provided for you on blackboard. We will read and discuss them as a 

class in class.  

GRADING 
70%- Projects 

15%- Participation in class discussions and critiques 

15%- Attendance and professionalism  

LATE WORK 
Late work will be accepted as normal if in the case of an excused absence. All other late 

assignments will lose 5 points for every week that it is late. 

CELL PHONES 
Please keep phones away and out of sight unless instructed by the instructor to use for a 

specific reason. Tablets and laptops are permitted if it is being used for classwork.  



UNIVERSITY POLICY STATEMENT  

Cheating/Plagiarism:  Cheating is  unethical  and  not  acceptable.  Plagiarism  is  using  

information  or  original wording  in  a  paper  without  giving  credit  to  the  source  of  

that  information  or  wording:  it  is  also  not acceptable. Do not submit work under 

your name that you did not do yourself. You may not submit work for this class that you 

did for another class. If you are found to be cheating or plagiarizing, you will be subject 

to disciplinary action, per UTEP catalog policy. Refer to http://sa.utep.edu/osccr/

academic-integrity/  for further information. 

Disabilities:  All  reasonable  accommodations  for  students  with  limitations  due  to  

disabilities,  including learning  disabilities  will  be  made  and  or  provided.  This  

course  does  require  certain  manual  dexterity  and physical abilities to complete the 

required projects. Please see me personally before or after class in the first two weeks or 

make an appointment, to discuss any special needs you might have. If you have a 

documented disability and require specific accommodations, you will need to contact the 

Disabled Student Services Office in the East Union Bldg., Room 106 within the first two 

weeks of classes. The Disabled Student Services Office can also be reached in the 

following ways: 

Web:http:/

sa.utep.edu

/cass/ 

Phone: 915-747-5148 

Email: cass@utep.edu 

COVID-19 
Our Course this semester will be 100% online (Virtual). Our meetings will be live and 

students will be required to meet at our designated class time. We will be using 

Blackboard as our platform for our virtual classes. To access the class you must log into 

blackboard, go into our course and click on “Virtual Class” on the side bar to the left. 
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Then click on the three bullet icon on the right and choose “Join Session”. Make sure to 

log in with your audio and camera. It will be the same link/ process for each class. You 

can access this through your phone if you desire which is also provided to you on 

blackboard. All students must have their video camera on during all our classes and for 

the whole class time so that the instructor can see you are in attendance.  

All faculty, staff and students are required to STAY HOME if they:  

    test positive COVID-19,  

    are experiencing symptoms related to COVID-19, or 

    were exposed to any individual who tested positive for COVID-19 within the last  

        two weeks.  

The CDC defines an "exposed person” as anyone who has had close contact (less than 6 

feet for 15 minutes or more) with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.  The 

close contact with a COVID-19 positive individual must also have occurred within a 

specific window:  2 days before the COVID-19 positive individual’s first positive test and 

until that same individual meets the criteria for discontinuing home isolation.  

  

All faculty, staff and students must REPORT if they:  

    test positive COVID-19,   

    are experiencing symptoms related to COVID-19, or  

    were exposed to any individual who tested positive for COVID-19 within the last     

two weeks.  

The CDC defines an "exposed person” as anyone who has had close contact (less than 6 

feet for 15 minutes or more) with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.  The 

close contact with a COVID-19 positive individual must also have occurred within a 



specific window:  2 days before the COVID-19 positive individual’s first positive test and 

until that same individual meets the criteria for discontinuing home isolation.  

 How to Self-Report : 

To make sure reports are tracked accurately, self-reports must be made to 

screening.utep.edu.  Self-reporting will allow the University to provide guidance on how 

to prevent exposure to others, and provide the criteria and procedures required for 

returning to campus when appropriate.  Information will be safeguarded and used only 

for supporting you and determining exposure of other faculty, staff and students.  

What Faculty, Staff and Students Must Do Before Coming to Campus  

The web link, screening.utep.edu, which can be saved to a home screen on Apple or 

Android devices, includes daily screening questions.  

All faculty, staff and students will use this link each day before coming to the UTEP 

campus.  Upon completion of the daily screening questions, the page will tell them 

whether they are clear to proceed to campus or not.  Using this tool will automatically 

send an email to your supervisor letting them know that you are or are not coming to 

work.  If you report COVID-19 symptoms, the system also automatically reports to 

UTEP Environment, Health & Safety who will reach out to you directly with further 

instructions.  

Faculty, staff and student should comply with these instructions and any subsequent 

guidance that may be provided by Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S), Human 

Resources, the Dean of Students, or other university officials.  

What to do when on Campus  

Each of us helps to build our collective commitment to use best health practices all the 

time.  Getting the basics right is the most important thing each of us can do to protect 

ourselves and each other.  



It is everyone’s responsibility to help keep our campus safe by following best practices 

when on campus, especially faculty, staff, and student leaders who are important role 

models.  All faculty, staff, and students are required to  

-Wear face coverings when in common areas of campus or when others are present,  

-Maintain a minimum separation of six (6) feet between yourself and others, when 

possible, and arrange spaces to make this possible in almost all circumstances,  

-Adhere to room/space limitations on number of occupants, and  

 -Wash hands frequently.  

  

COVID-19 Accommodations:  

Students who use the screening application to report a positive COVID test, exposure or 

symptoms will not be allowed on campus and may need accommodations.  If this occurs, 

you should contact your instructor as soon as possible so necessary accommodations can 

be made.  If necessary please contact the Dean of Students’ Office and the Center for 

Accommodation and Support Services (CASS), to help provide reasonable 

accommodations.  

  

Compliance  

Because everyone’s cooperation is needed to help prevent the spread of disease, 

repeated refusal to comply with this policy will be referred to the appropriate University 

official (Provost for faculty, Human Resources for staff, and Dean of Students for 

students) and may result in disciplinary action.  


